[Sexual Abuse of Minors: Development in Light Field Statistics and Dark Field Research Since 1953 and Implications For The Health Care System].
Data on sexual abuse of minors can be obtained from official Police Crime Statistics and from dark field surveys. This article deals with the longitudinal development of the offense in the last 63 years in Germany. The criminal offenses of sexual abuse of children according to § 176 StGB (German Criminal Code) in the Police Crime Statistics show a decrease of frequency in the reporting period (1953-2016). The empirical results of the dark field research are inconsistent, but partially show a decline in frequency. In this study, the importance of these findings for prevention and health policy is discussed.